More recently, in 2013, Taiwan amended its Wildlife Conservation Act to to prohibit the import, export and sale of marine mammals and their products without special permits from the governing agency. 25 However, it includes an exemption for products derived from aboriginal seal hunting. 26 This amendment was enacted due to the fact that Taiwan had become the third largest Asian consumer and the fourth in the world in terms of the consumption volume of marine mammals and their products, as people believed in the special medical or health effects of the products.
Taiwanese lawmakers were concerned that this habit had helped cause the rising volume of cruelly slaughtered marine mammals. 27 Finally, in Switzerland, a ban on the importation of seal products is due to come into effect on 1st April 2017. This ban will contain exemptions in respect of indigenous hunt seal products and products obtained by travellers for personal use, similar to those exemptions in the EU seal regime. 28 The origin of the ban goes back to 2011, when a petition with almost 100,000 signatures demanding a prohibition on the importation of seal products, was submitted to the Swiss Parliament and a parliamentary motion was subsequently accepted by the National Council in 2012. However, the ban was not 
What now for seal hunting?
Commercial seal hunts still take place in Canada, Namibia and Greenland. They no longer occur in Norway, a party to the aforementioned WTO dispute; reportedly due to a combination of the effects of global warming, the withdrawal of a government subsidy, and years of environmental opposition. 31 Meanwhile, from 1st April 2017, a total of 35 countries will have restrictions on the sale of seal products. Have these restrictions affected commercial sealing in any meaningful way?
In Canada, following the introduction of the EU Seals Regime, the number of seals killed in Atlantic Canada fell from 218,000 to 76,000. 32 In 2016, and with further countries having imposed restrictions, 66,504 seals were killed by the Canadian hunt. 33 In Namibia it also appears that the number of seals being killed is decreasing. In 2013, 51,464 seal pups were killed, falling well short of the annual quota of 80,000.
The government blamed this drop on a lack of up-to-date processing facilities. 34 A 29 derechoanimal.info Abril 2017 8 market still remained quite small 41 and there is a growing movement in China pushing the government to introduce a ban on commercial seal products. 42 Much will depend on how the situation plays out in China; at the end of 2016, the Chinese government announced that it would be banning the trade in ivory 43 , so it is certainly possible that they would contemplate restricting the trade in seal products.
Other factors could also come into play as regards the continuation of commercial seal hunting. The Canadian government subsidises the seal hunting industry, even though polls have consistently shown that most Canadians oppose commercial seal slaughter and the use of government money to support it. 44 Furthermore, a poll taken in 2010 showed that half of Newfoundland sealers supported a federal sealing industry buyout. 45 Such a buyout could feasibly occur, therefore, but it would, of course, depend on certain political factors. In Namibia, meanwhile, a report has suggested that seal watching could generate considerably more revenue and benefit a greater number of Namibians than seal hunting, but that the latter industry could risk the viability of the former. 46 It remains to be seen whether the Namibian government will ever reject seal hunting in favour of seal watching. Finally, in Greenland, sealing is heavily subsidised by the government there. 47 Greenland, in turn, is dependant on an annual grant from Denmark. The Greenlandic government is of the view that mineral resource projects are necessary for progressing towards 
